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4 SENAD
YhomuR ~rn Schat:

Jan uary 24, 2025

To the Governor of Puerto Rico
Members of the Senafe and
Citizens of Puerto Rico

It is my pleasure to present the Annual Comprehensive Financial Report (Annual Report) of the Senate of
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico (hereinaffer referred to as the “Senafe”) for the fiscal year ended June 30,
2024. The responsibility for both the accuracy of the presented data and the completeness of fairness of the
presentation, including ah disclosures, rests with managemenf. The Office of Fiscal and Financial Affairs of
the Secretary of Administration (Office) was in charge of preparing these financial statements and is
responsible for the completeness and reliability of the information presented. To provide a reasonable basis
for making these representations, the Office has established a comprehensive internal control framework
designed fo profect fhe Senate!s assets from loss, theft, or misuse and fo compile sufficienf, reliable
information for fhe preparaf ion of this reporf in accordance with accounfing principies generally accepted in
fhe Unifed States of America (GAAP), as prescribed by the Governmenfal Accounting Sfandards Board
(GASB). The cosf of infernal controis has been designafed to provide reasonable rafher fhan absolufe
assurance fhat the financial sfatements are free of material missfafemenf. 1 behieve the accompanying
financial stafements are accurafe and fairly sfafed in ah material respecfs and presented in a manner
designed fo report fhe Senafe!s financial posifion, resulf of operafions and changes in nef posifion/fund
balances.

The ACER is presented in three major secfions fhaf provide lnfroductory, Einancial and Stafisfical informafion
abouf fhe Senate. The lnfroductory Section includes fhis Transmiftal Letfer, a List of fhe Senators by District
and Af Large, Adminisfrafive Sfaff, Designafed Commitfees and the Senate!s Organizafion Charts. The
Financial Secfion includes the lndependenf Audifor!s Report, Basic Einancial Sfatements, and Notes to fhe
Basic Einancial Stafemenfs and Required Supplemenfary Informafion. The Sfatisfical Section, which is
unaudifed, includes selected financial and demographic informafion in the formaf of charts and graphs.

The Nofes fo fhe financial sfafements are provided in the Einancial Section and are considered essenfial fo
fair presentafion and adequate disclosure. The nofes include fhe summary of significant accounting policies
for fhe Senate and other necessary disclosures of imporfant matters relating fo the financial position of the
Senate. The notes are treated asan integral part of fhefinancial statements and should be read in conjunction
with them.
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Generaiiy accepted accounting principies (GAAP) require that management provide a narrative of
introduction, overview and analysis to accompany the basic financiai statements in the form of Management!s
Disciosures and Anaiysis (MD&A). This iettercompiements the MD&A and shouid be read in conjunction with
it. The Senate!s MD&A can be found in the Financiai Section of this document, immediateiy foiiowing the
report of the independent auditors.

At the end of the document, a Glossary is included containing definitions and explanations of the technicai
accounting and auditing terminology for better interpretation of the Senate!s financiai statements.

REPORTING ENTITY

The legal entity of the Senate of Puerto Rico is the reporting entity for these financiai statements. This
inciudes aH activities under the Senate such as administrative and operating functions conducted by the
Senate. The Senate uses fund accounting to ensure that restricted sources of funds are properiy used and
these financial statements contain the activities and positions both separateiy and combined.

PROFILE OF THE SENATE

The Jones Act of 1917 was passed by Congress for Puerto Rico. Said Act provided for a House of
Representatives with 39 members elected by the peopie, and create a Senate of 19 members who also be
elected by the people of Puerto Rico. The elections, in which the peopie would continue to elect the Resident
Commissioner of Puerto Rico in the United States (position created by Foraker Act of April 12, 1900), would
be held everyfouryears beginning in 1917.

The Constitution of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico (hereafter referred to as the “Constitution”), with the
approval of the people of Puerto Rico and the United States Congress, was enacted on July 25, 1952. The
Constitution established the Legislative Power composed of the House of Representatives and the Senate
organized by virtue of Article 3, Sections 1 to 2 of the Constitution. The Constitution establishes a republican
form of govemment, and sets out three branches of government: Executive, Legislative and Judicial. The
Legisiative Branch enacts and approves ah legislation; the Executive Branch executes the legisiative
mandate; and the Judicial Branch oversees the Puerto Rico Court System and construes the meaning of the
Constitution and laws passed by the Legislative Assembiy.

The Legislature!s members are elected through direct vote in each general election. In this four-year term,
the Senate comprises twenty-seven (27) Senators. For purposes of its members! election, Puerto Rico is
divided into eight senatorial districts. Each district elects two (2) senators. In addition, the Senate has eleven
senators at large. No elector can vote for more than one candidate to senators at large.

The Legislative Assembly is deemed a continuous body for the term for which its members are elected to
meet in regular sessions each year commencing the second Monday of January. According to Act No. 9 of
April 9, 1954, as amended, and Section 21 .2 of the Resolution of the Senate No. 21 of January 15, 2013, the
annual regular session of the Legislature is composed of two sessions, as fohlows:

A. The First Session that begins on the second Monday of January and ends on June 30 of the same
year; and

B. The Second Session begins on the third Monday of August and ends on Tuesday, preceding the
third Tuesday of November. This Second Session shall not be held in years when general elections
are to be held. During the 15 remaining weeks, the Committees shall continue working fuhI time, and
the prior approval of the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives
shahl be required to hoid meetings outside of business days.
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There are also extraordinary sessions that may be held on any date of the calendar year, except during the
regular sessions. The Governor or the President of the Senate, as provided by the Constitution and Rules of
the Senate, may convene an Extraordinary Session.

LEGISLATIVE PROCEEDING

The constitutional authority granted fo the Legislative Assembly fo enact its own legislation as well as to
evaluate, through its Committees and fhrough public hearings, every bilI infroduced by citizens and fhe
Executive Branch, for approval, amendmenf or rejection, highlights the leading role it plays in the general
developmenf of Puerto Rico. Following are the bilIs submifted by fhe Senators and approved during fhe Fiscal
Year 2023-2024:

1. Act No. 74 of JuIy 28,2024 (Senate Bili No. 0865)

To amend Articles 1.3, 2.1, and 3.1 of Acf No. 54 of August 15, 1989, also known as the “Domestic
Violence Prevention and Intervention Act”, fo recognize economic violence as a form of domestic
violence; to order the Office of the Women!s Advocate, Departmenf of fhe Family; Department of
Justice; Department of Educafion; Deparfmenf of Housing; Departmenf of Economic Development;
Department of Health; Police Bureau; and the Sfafistics Insfitute fo take affirmative acfion to ensure
the dissemination of and compliance with public policy against this and all other forms of domesfic
violence; and for ofher pertinent purposes.

2. Act No. 83 of August 8, 2023 (Senate BHI No. 1065)

To establish the “Special Law on Base Salary for Firefighters”, for the purpose of providing thaf the
base salary of firefighfers belonging fo fhe Fire Departmenf Bureau shall begin at two fhousand five
hundred ($2,500) dollars per monfh; and to granf an increase of three hundred sevenfy-five ($375.00)
dollars per month fo all firefighters assigned fo the Fire Departmenf Bureau for the purpose of
promofing fheir job retenfion and fo provide them wifh salary jusfice; fo establish the responsibilities
of the Office of Management and Budget, the Department of Public Safefy, and the Financial
Advisory Authority and Fiscal Agency of Puerto Rico; and for other related purposes.

3. Act No. 93 of August 8, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 1003)

To facilitafe, in an exceptional manner, the configuration of the Board of Contractors for
Waferproofing, Sealing and Roof Repair Services of Puerto Rico and allow fhe granting of licenses
fo its members withouf fhe need fo take any exam, subject fo compliance wifh certain requirements;
fo allow a new term of fwelve (12) months for said Board, once esfablished, to grant licenses without
fhe need for an exam, subject fo compliance wifh certain requirements; and for other related
purposes.

4. Act No. 94 of August 8, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 1197)

To amend Article 7 of Act No. 136-2006, as amended, known as the “Puerto Rico Regional Academic
Medical Centers Act”; fo amend subsect ion (c) of Article 21 of Act No. 139-2008, as amended, known
as the “Medical Licensing and Discipline Board Act”; and to amend Article 41.050 of Act No. 77 of
June 19, 1957, as amended, known as the “Insurance Code of Puerto Rico”, in order fo clarify the
public policy of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico regarding the immunify thaf applies to students,
residenf physicians, physicians in internship programs, and physicians in postgraduate fraining, of
public and private medical-hospital institufions, including Regional Academic Medical Centers.
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5. Act No. 97 of August9, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 1115)

To add subsection (38) to Section 1031.02 of Act No. 1-2011, as amended, known as fhe “Puerto
Rico lnternal Revenue Code of 2011”, for the purpose of exempfing from income tax the salaries
paid retroacfively fo civilian employees of the Puerto Rico Police Bureau for salary increases granted
under Act No. 164-2003 and any other income generated by subsequenf promotions according to
salary scales, which are sfill owed; and for other purposes.

6. Act No. 98 of August 29, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 0689)

To declare the second Sunday of fhe month of December of each year as fhe “Day of Choral Music
in Puerto Rico”; and for other related purposes.

7. Act No. 99 of August 29, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 0969)

To declare the second week of August of each year as “Employee Assistance Program Week”; fo
declare fhe Friday of the second week of Augusf of each year as “EAP 000rdinafor and Direcfor
Day” for the purpose of recognizing and promofing the imporfance of employee assistance programs
in educating, prevenfing and promoting healfhy lifesfyles for employees and fheir families; and for
ofher relafed purposes.

8. Act No. 100 of August 30, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 0871)

To amend subsection (a) of Arficle 2.02 of Chapter II, Arficle 3.05 of Chapfer III, and Articles 6.03
and 6.23 of Chapter VI of Act No. 168-2019, as amended, better known as the “Puerto Rico Weapons
Act of 2020”, fo clarify that the exception of issuing a weapons license for Puerto Rico Police officers
eighfeen (18) years of age or older applies not only to members of fhe Puerto Rico Police Bureau,
but also fo members of the Municipal Police; and for other relafed purposes.

9. Act No. 101 of August 30, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 0227)

To create fhe “Act for fhe prevenfion, defection and effective freafment of postparfum depression”;
fo order the Secretary of fhe Departmenf of Healfh fo implemenf a prevenfive profocol for the
defection of sympfoms and posfparfum depression disorder; to establish thaf health plans have fhe
obligafion fo expressly cover, wifhouf prejudice to deducfibles thaf are reasonable and lawful, fhe
corresponding physical or emofional freatment in fhe event fhaf any of fheir beneficiaries develop
symptoms of fhe aforemenfioned disorder, or is idenfified as a patient af risk of suffering from if; fo
declare the monfh of May as fhe month of posfparfum depression; to order fhe Departmenf of Health
fo carry ouf media campaigns fo raise awareness, consciousness and education abouf prepartum
and posfparfum depression; and fo decree other complemenfary provisions.

10. Act No. 102 of August 30, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 0299)

To amend Articles 3.4 and 3.7 of Acf No. 2-201 8, as amended, known as fhe “Anti-Corrupfion Code
for New Puerto Rico”, in order to specify and reaffirm the legislative infenf fhaf fhe convicfion of a
confractor of the Governmenf of the Commonwealfh of Puerto Rico for any of the crimes esfablished
in fhe Act enfails the immediate ferminafion of the confracf without any discrefion by the relevanf
agency; fo provide fhaf the Governmenf, through the Secretary of Justice, may claim compensation
under Article 5.2 of fhis Code; and for other purposes.
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11. Act No. 103 of August 30, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 0375)

To add a second paragraph to Article 2.12(c) of Act No. 85-2018, as amended, known as the “Puerto
Rico Education Reform Act”, in order fo establish by Iaw incentives for teachers of the Public
Education System of Puerto Rico who move fo reside temporarily or who travel daily fo teach classes
in the schools of the Municipal lslands of Vieques and Culebra.

12. Act No. 104 of August 30, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 0620)

To amend subsection (1) of Article 4 of Act No. 173-2018, cited as the “Bili of Rights of the Deaf or
Hearing Impaired School Community in Puerto Rico”, for the purpose of providing that the
Department of Education wiII assign and provide deaf students under the special education program,
the option of having a sign language interpreter when the need is established, and for other related
matters.

13. Act No. 105 of August 30, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 0930)

To create the “Velda González de Modestti Boarding School Act”, attached fo the Office of the
Women!s Advocate of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

14. Act No. 106 of August 30, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 0972)

To add a new subsection (g) and renumber current subsections (g) through (k) as new subsections
(h) through (1) of Section 6020.01 of Act No. 60-2019, as amended, known as the “Puerto Rico
Incentives Code”, for the purposes of establishing the Expedited Procedure for Young Doctors
Entrepreneurs”, so that those young people, duly admitted fo the practice of medicine, pediatrics, be
a dentist surgeon or practice any specialty of dentistry who submit an application for an incentive
grant under Section 2100.01 of this Code, obtain their Exemption Decree under this Section of the
Code expeditiously within a maximum of forty-five (45) days, counted from the date on which the
incentive grant applicat ion process was completed and the payment of the fees for the corresponding
procedure has been issued; and for other related purposes.

15. Act No. 107 of August 30, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 1070)

To amend Article 6 of Act No. 125 of May 7, 1942, as amended, known as the “Puerto Rico Ports
Authority Act”, so that the Ports Authority may foster and promote collaborative agreements with
educational entities in the public and private sectors, as weII as port authorities from other
jurisdictions, fo Iearn about and capitalize on various areas of development of the maritime industry
in Puerto Rico; and for other related purposes.

16. Act No. 108 of August 30, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 1137)

To add a new subsection (c) to Sect ion 2083.01 of Act No. 60-2019, as amended, known as the
“Puerto Rico Incentives Code”, so that a Bonafide Farmer who at the time of submitting a request for
a Decree in accordance with the provisions of Subtitle F of this Code and has a current Bonafide
Farmer certification issued by the Secretary of Agriculture, wiII be entitled fo the fax benefits
contained in the Act, as of the first day of the Tax Year during which he submitted the aforementioned
request for a Decree, even when the request is in the evaluation stage before the Incentives Office.



17. Act No. 109 of August 31, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 1008)

To amend Article 4.050 of Act No. 194-2011, as amended, known as the “Puerto Rico Healfh
insurance Code”, in order fo inserf a subsection (E) and provide that every heaith insurance
organizafion or contracted third party shali inciude in the calcuiafion or in fhe contribution or cost
sharing requirement any paymenf, discount or item that is parf of an assistance program, discount
plan, coupons or contribution offered fo fhe insured by fhe manufacfurer of fhe drug, considering this
confribufion for ah purposes for fhe exclusive benefit of fhe pafienf in fhe calculafion of his/her
confribution.

18. Act No. 110 of August 31, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 0014)

To amend Arficle 7 of Act No. 235-2015, which creafed fhe “Multisectoral Council of the Puerto Rico
Health Sysfem”, affached to fhe Medical Sciences Campus of fhe Universify of Puerto Rico, in order
to expressly include fhe duty of the Puerto Rico Health Insurance Adminisfrafion (ASES), creafed
under Act No. 72-1 993, as amended, fo provide the documentation and information necessary for
fhe fulI comphiance of the purposes, principies, functions and powers delegated fo said Council, and
for other related purposes.

19. Act No. 111 of August 31, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 0235)

To amend secfion 40 of Article 1-104 of Act No. 447 of May 15, 1951, as amended, by which the so
cahled “Refirement Sysfem for Employees of fhe Governmenf of fhe Commonwealth of Puerto Rico”
is created, in order to include in the definifion of “High Risk Public Servants” fhe Medical Emergency
Technicians of the Bureau of fhe Medical Emergency Corps of Puerto Rico, to provide fhat fhe
aforementioned officials may volunfarily refire after having reached fifty-five (55) years of age and
thirty (30) years of service; and for ofher relafed purposes.

20. Act No. 112 of September 1, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 0465)

To amend Secfion 15 of Acf No. 120-2018, as amended, known as the “Act fo Transform the Puerto
Rico Electric Sysfem”, for the purposes of creafing the Puerto Rico Reserve of Carefakers, attached
fo fhe Puerto Rico Electric Power Aufhority; fo provide for its composifion, operation, and benefifs;
and for ofher related purposes.

21. Act No. 113 of October 3, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 0515)

To declare July 28 of each year as “Hepatifis Awareness Day in Puerto Rico”; order the Department
of Healfh fo develop acfivities fo raise awareness and educafe about this disease; and for ofher
relafed purposes.

22. Act No. 115 of October 3, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 0690)

To add a new subsection (67) fo secf ion (b) of Article 2.04 of Acf No. 85-2018, as amended, known
as fhe “Puerto Rico Educafion Reform Act”, for the purpose of providing educafion in guidance and
awareness on diabetes, hypoglycemia and childhood obesity at fhe elemenfary, infermediafe and
higher leveis of fhe public education sysfem of Puerto Rico; and for other purposes.



23. Act No. 117 of October4, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 0678)

To adopt the “Protective Law of Mothers Athletes of Puerto Rico”, establish ifs public policy,
obligations, administrative fines, and other pertinent matters.

24. Act No. 118 of October 16, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 1033)

To amend Article 11 of Act No. 170 of July 20, 1979, as amended, known as the “Podiatric Physician
Examining Board Act”, for the purposes of issuing a temporary license to podiatric physicians
enrolled in a postgraduate residency program or Fellowship in Puerto Rico so that they may practice
the profession within authorized locations where the podiatric physician trains within his or her
postgraduate residency program or Fellowship for which such temporary license is issued; to require
that they possess either a personal professional medical malpractice insurance policy or that the
podiatric physician to whom such temporary license is issued has been included within the coverage
of the professional medical malpractice insurance policy of the posfgraduate residency program or
Fellowship where the podiatric physician is working under training; and for other related purposes.

25. Act No. 123 of November 6, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 0258)

To amend subsection (ccc) of Arficle 1.03, add a subsection (1) fo Article 2.02, amend Article 2.04,
amend paragraphs (c), (f), (i), and G)~ add paragraphs (p), (q), and (r) and renumber currenf
paragraph (p) as (s) to Article 5.02, amend paragraph (e) of Article 5.04, and add an Arficle 4.16 fo
Acf No. 247-2004, as amended, known as the “Puerto Rico Pharmacy Law”, for fhe purpose of
facilifafing the fransmission of prescriptions fo pharmacies; facilifafing communicaf ion befween fhose
pharmacies that decide fo share dafabases; making fhe process of renewing pharmacists! licenses
more practical, establishing sfandards on fhe process of dispensing a prescripfion in fhe absence of
a pharmacisf, and providing for fhe early vaccination process; and for ofher relafed purposes.

26. Act No. 124 of November 6, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 0834)

To amend subsection (b) of Arficle 2.034 of Act No. 107-2020, as amended, known as fhe “Municipal
Code of Puerto Rico”, for the purpose of increasing to one thousand dollars ($1 ,000.00) the maximum
amounf of donations fhat a mayor may offer, in emergency situations, fo natural persons withouf
prior ordinance or resolution of fhe Municipal Legislafure and so fhat, in exceptional cases of loss
due fo fire, floods, mefeorological evenfs or earthquake, fhe amounf fo be donated may rise up to a
maximum of fwo fhousand five hundred dollars ($2,500.00).

27. Act No. 125 of November 6, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 1027)

To insert a new Article 2.38 fo Acf No. 22-2000, as amended and known as fhe “Puerto Rico Vehicle
and Traffic Law” for fhe purpose of creating a disfincfive license pIafe for veferan police officers of
the Puerto Rico Police in recognition of fheir work providing securify and protection fo the country; fo
renumber current Articles 2.38, 2.39, 2.40, 2.41, 2.42, 2.43, 2.44, 2.45, 2.46 and 2.47, as new Arficles
2.39, 2.40, 2.41, 2.42, 2.43, 2.44, 2.45, 2.46, 2.47 and 2.48; and for ofher relafed purposes.

28. Act No. 126 of November 10, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 0045)

To amend Arficles 2.02, 3.02, 4.02, 5.02 and 6.02 of Act No. 20-2017, as amended, known as fhe
“Puerto Rico Departmenf of Public Safety Act”, for fhe purpose of expanding and standardizing fhe
requiremenfs fo fill the positions of Commissioner of the Police Bureau, Commissioner of the Fire
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Department, Commissioner of 9-1-1 Emergency Systems, Commissioner of Emergency
Management and Disaster Administration, and Commissioner of the Medical Emergency Corps; and
for other related purposes.

29. Act No. 127 of November 10, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 1119)

To insert a new subsection (4) in Article 6 of Act No. 51-1996, as amended, known as the
“Comprehensive Educational Services for Persons with Disabilities Act”, in order fo include, among
fhe functions of the Auxiliary Secrefariat of Comprehensive Educational Services for Persons wifh
Disabilities, fhe orientafion of parents of students in fhe Special Educafion Program who are about
fo reach the age of majorify, on fhe figure of extended parental aufhority; fo renumber fhe current
subsecfions 4 to 21 of Article 6 of Act No. 51-1996, as fhe new subsecfions 5 fo 22, respectively;
and for ofher related purposes.

30. Act No. 128 of November 13, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 0010)

To amend Article 2 of Act No. 35-1994, as amended, fo provide that any person suffering from a
medical emergency or a woman in labor who goes to the emergency room of a public or private
hospifal shall nof be denied hospital medical services on fhe basis of race, color, sex, age, religion,
birth, ethnic or nafional origin or idenfificafion, polifical ideology, present or future physical or menfal
disability, socioeconomic stafus, gender idenfity, sexual orienfafion, or immigration sfafus; fo amend
Article 3 of Act No. 25 of Sepfember 25, 1983, as amended, in order fo prohibif any public or privafe
school in Puerto Rico from discriminafing against studenfs who do nof have their vaccination
cerfificafe up to dafe due to their immigrafion stafus and to order, in furn, that the educational
instifution make all pertinent arrangements wifh the Department of Health so that said boy or girl
receives fhe required vaccinafion, regardless of fhe immigration sfafus of fhe sfudenf or his or her
parents, guardian or custodian; and for other related purposes.

31. Act No. 129 of November 13, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 0304)

To amend Article 9, Section 9.1, subsection (3) (b) of Act No. 8-2017, as amended, known as the
“Acf for the Adminisfrafion and Transformaf ion of Human Resources in the Governmenf of Puerto
Rico”; and Article 2.04, subsection (3) (b) of Act No. 26-2017, as amended, known as fhe “Fiscal
Plan Compliance Act”; in order fo increase fhe period of maternify leave; and for ofher purposes.

32. Act No. 135 of December 20, 2023 (Senate Bili No. 0895)

To amend Articles 2, 5, 6, and 9 of Act No. 508-2004, as amended, known as fhe “Roosevelt Roads
Naval Station Lands and Facilifies Redevelopmenf Authority Act” to modify fhe authority of the
Roosevelt Roads Naval Sfafion Lands and Facilities Redevelopmenf Aufhorify; fo increase the ferm
of fhe Executive Director of fhe Aufhorify; to esfablish affordable housing in fhe Masfer Development
Plan; and for ofher relafed purposes.

33. Act No. 3 of January 10, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0057)

To creafe the “Governmenf Retiree Benefit Acf”, for fhe purpose of providing all refired employees
of fhe Governmenf of fhe Commonwealfh of Puerto Rico a twenty-five (25) percenf discount on fhe
purchase of fhe Infernal Revenue receipf required to apply for fhe official Identificafion Card issued
by fhe Government; fo amend Art ide 3.24 of Acf No. 22-2000, as amended, known as the “Vehicle

8



and Traffic Act of Puerto Rico, so that the identification issued to government retirees compiles with
the provisions of the REAL ID Act; and for other related purposes.

34. Act No. 4 of January 10, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0328)

To declare April 14 of each year as “Ricardo Alegrí as Birthday”; and for other related purposes.

35. Act No. 5 of January 10, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0388)

To amend Articles 1 and 2, add a new Article 4, and renumber Article 4 as Article 5 of Act No. 166-
2019, in orderto establish the second week of February as the “Week of Shelters, Animal Rescuers,
and Pet Awareness and Adoption in Puerto Rico”, as well as to establish that the Sunday of that
week in February will be celebrated as “Pet Awareness Day”; the Department of Education is
authorized to establish activities during this week that promote love for animals; Act No. 205-1999 is
repealed; and for other purposes.

36. Act No. 6 of January 10, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0466)

To declare May 15 of each year as “Ehlers-Danios Syndrome Awareness Day” for the purpose of
educating the public Qn this issue; and for other related purposes.

37. Act No. 7 of January 10, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0696)

To estabiish public policy of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico for prevention and guidance Qn the
different sexually transmitted infections, in order to promote and encourage citizens to be well
informed on public health issues; as well as to establish responsibilities for the Department of Health
and the Puerto Rico Corporation for Public Broadcasting; and for other related purposes.

38. Act No. 8 of January 10, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0645)

To establish public policy in Puerto Rico, and order the development of the Plan for Prevention,
Action and Mitigation of Active Shooters in government facilities, educational areas and other
facilities of intensive public use in Puerto Rico; and for other related purposes.

39. Act No. 9 of January 10, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0616)

To amend Section 2011.04 of Act No. 60-2019, as amended, known as the “Puerto Rico Incentives
Code”, in order to recognize the power of municipal governments to grant exemptions from the
various items of municipal taxes in excess of the fifty percent (50%) provided by Law; and to
introduce technical amendments.

40. Act No. 10 of January 10, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 1064)

To amend Articles 4 and 9 of Act No. 114-2007, as amended, known as the “Net Metering Program
Act at the Electric Power Authority”, to restate the term provided for conducting a study on net
metering and distributed energy; and for other purposes.



41. Act No. 11 of January 10, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0919)

To amend Articles 3,4,8,9, 10, 19, 21, 22, and 27 of Act No. 296-2002, as amended, known as the
“Puerto Rico Anatomical Donations Act”, for the purpose of providing that, from those cadavers under
the jurisdicf ion of the State, the pathologist, forensic pafhologisf, ophthalmologist, surgeon, or their
assistants, may remove the corneas, glands, organs, fissues, or other parfs, fo be delivered to the
Board for the Disposition of Human Bodies, Organs, and Tissues; fo make fechnical correcfions fo
the Act; and for other relafed purposes.

42. Act No. 20 of January 10, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0837)

To create fhe “Anti-Cyber Discriminafion Act” in order fo eliminate fechnological barriers fo fhe
availabilify of public services, fo provide fhaf every governmenf agency fhat offers public services
fhrough a digifal platform will have the obligafion fo mainfain fhe alfernative thaf said services can be
requested through fraditional means, including in person or fhrough prinfed forms, so fhaf the
services are accessible fo ah persons, regardless of their socioeconomic limitafions, age, educafion,
physical or cognifive skihls, or functional diversity, among ofhers; and for ofher related purposes.

43. Act No. 21 of January 16, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 1018)

To amend Article 25 of Act No. 45 of April 18, 1935, as amended, known as the “Workers!
Compensafion Sysfem Act”; to amend Articles 15.01, 15.03, and 23.13 of Acf No. 164-2009, as
amended, known as the “General Corporafions Law”; to amend Articles 7.207 and 7.208 of Act No.
107-2020, as amended, known as fhe “Municipal Code of Puerto Rico”, in order fo harmonize the
due dates of fhe payrolls and payments of fhe different agencies and municipahities with the due date
defermined by fhe Secrefary of fhe Treasury in the event of a posfponemenf of due date due fo an
imminent fhreat of an afmospheric phenomenon or a disasfer declared by fhe Governor of the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico; and for other relafed purposes.

44. Act No. 22 of January 16, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 1139)

To amend Article 9 of Act No. 213-2012, known as fhe “Enabhing Acf for the Developmenf of
Alfernafive Educafion in Puerto Rico”, in order fo adjust the budget allocafed fo fhe Alternafive
Schools Alhiance and the C.A.S.A. Projecf so thaf fhe organizafions fhat comprise if and fhe
alfernative educational centers can confinue to offer quahify educafional and psychosocial services
fo young people who have abandoned fradifional schools and can, in turn, absorb fhe salary increase
granfed fo the Puerto Rican teaching staff and mitigate fhe increase in fheir operafing cosfs as a
resulf of fhe high inflafion rafe in the country; and for ofher related purposes.

45. Act No. 23 of January 16, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 1141)

To amend Article 5 of Acf No. 25 of Sepfember 25, 1983, as amended, known as fhe “Acf on
Compulsory lmmunizafions for Preschool Children and Sfudents in fhe Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico” so fhaf the affidavit of rehigious exempfion does not require fhaf the name of a religion or sect
be sfafed, and that if does not require being signed by a minisfer of a rehigion or secf.



46. Act No. 24 of January 16, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0717)

To create the “Pablo Casals Trust Law”, establish and execute the new public policy for the protection
of the legacy of Maestro Casals, authorize the Corporation of Musical Arts, which administers the
Pablo Casals Museum, to appear by public deed to the formation of a trust that will be known as the
“Pablo Casals Trust”; grant it duties and obligations by law; delimit the powers over the corpus of the
trust fo the trustee; establish the Pablo Casals Trust Fund, grant it control and custody of the assets
that comprise it; provide for the applicable exemptions from legal liability, ¡ts accounting system,
stipulate that ifs debts and obligations will not be debts and obligations of the Government, regarding
ifs immunity, determine the fax treafment that will be granted to it; and fo amend Articles 2 and 3 of
Act No. 42-2014, as amended, known as the “Pablo Casals Museums Qificial Headquarters Law”;
and for other related purposes.

47. Act No. 25 of January 16, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 1254)

To amend Article 5.14 of Act No. 58-2020, known as the “Puerto Rico Electoral Code of 2020”, in
order fo establish a term of ten (10) days to submit requests for recusals fhat political parties or voters
of the corresponding precincf deem appropriate.

48. Act No. 28 of January 18, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0076)

To amend Section 6 of Article 6 of Act No. 72-1 993, as amended, known as the “Puerto Rico Healfh
Insurance Administration Act”, and to amend Article 2.050 of Act No. 194-2011, as amended, known
as the “Puerto Rico Healfh lnsurance Code”, in order to eliminate the referral requirement for
beneficiaries with chronic and high-cost diseases; and for other related purposes.

49. Act No. 29 of January 18, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0671)

To add subsection (1) and rename fhe following subsections fo Article 2— Definitions of Act No. 194-
2000, as amended, known as the “Patienf BilI of Rights and Responsibilities Act!T; fo add a new
subsection (1) to Article 9 of Act No. 194-2000, as amended, known as fhe “Patient BilI of Rights and
Responsibilities Act”, for the purpose of providing thaf every pafient shall have access fo the services
of a clinical laborafory and fo certain fesfs offered by such laboratories without the need for a
physician!s order, provided that the patient pays the costs of the test; fo authorize the necessary
regulafions fo carry out the provisions of this Act; and for ofher related purposes.

50. Act No. 31 of January 18, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0791)

To amend subsection (i) of Article 2; amend Art icles (5), (6), (7), (8), (9), (12) and (17); add a new
Article 18; and renumber currenf Articles 18, 19 and 20 as Articles 19, 20 and 21 of Act No. 199-
2015, as amended, known as the “Acf for fhe Care of Students wifh Type 1 and Type 2 Diabetes in
Public and Private School lnstitutions of Puerto Rico”, in order to establish additional responsibilities
for school insfifutions and parents, guardians or fufors of studenfs wifh Diabetes; provide them with
additional legal fools fo avoid discrimination based on the health condifion of these students; and for
other related purposes.



51. Act No. 32 of January 18, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0880)

To esfablish the “Special Fund for Social Equality” as a permanenf fund tasked with funding public
works aimed at combating poverty and social inequality in Puerto Rico; to give priority in its
allocations to addressing the needs of marginalized communifies and the most vulnerable population
groups, and to increase allocations for nonprofit and community self-managemenf entities that offer
direct services to citizens; to add subsection(s) of Anide 6 of Act No. 84-2021, known as the “Puerto
Rico Public Policy Act to Combat Child Poverty and Social lnequality” for the purposes of having said
commission adminisfer the fund; to amend Section 6020.10 subsection (b) of Act No. 60-2019 as
amended, known as the “Puerto Rico Incentives Ocde” for the purposes of the annual contribution
of ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) being allocated to non-profit entif les operating in Puerto Rico
and to the fund created by this Act; and for other related purposes.

52. Act No. 33 of January 18, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0968)

To amend Articles 1,3,4,6,7, 11, 12, 13, 15, and 16 of Act No. 167-2002, as amended, fo clarify
the legislafive mandate that all agencies shall be aufhorized fo have an Employee Assisfance
Program and an internal Program Coordinafor or Direcfor; fo establish minimum education and
confinuing education requirements; to clarify fhe powers fhaf fhe Mental Healfh and Addicfion
Services Adminisfrafion shall have in implementing fhis Acf; fo ensure compliance in fhe allocafion
of funds for fhe operation of the Program; and for ofher related purposes.

53. Act No. 34 of January 18, 2024 (Senate BNI No. 1040)

To add subsecfions (y) and (w) fo Article 23.05 of Acf No. 22-2000, as amended, known as the
“Vehicle and Traffic Law of Puerto Rico”, for the purposes of providing for fhe powers of the
Secretariat of Transportafion and Public Works of Puerto Rico fo regulafe everyfhing relafed fo fhe
operafions and funcfioning of fhe Traffic Management Corps, in order fo optimize ifs funcfions;
expressly prohibif fhe contracting of privafe enfities to perform fhe functions and responsibilifies of
the Traffic Management Corps; esfablish performance mefrics; provide for the revenues that this
Corps generafes through the issuance of fines; and for other relafed purposes.

54. Act No. 35 of January 18, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 1101)

To insert a new subsecfion (DD) in Anticle 3 and a new Article 13 in Act No. 430-2000, as amended,
known as the “Puerto Rico Navigafion and Aquafic Safety Act”, for the purposes of defining whaf
consfitutes an abandoned vessel or navigafion vehicle; esfablishing a procedure for the disposifion
of such vessels and means of water transportafion; renumbering Articles 13, 14, 15, and 15[bis] as
new Articles 14, 15, 16, and 17, respecfively; and for other related purposes.

55. Act No. 36 of January 18, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 1218)

To amend subsecfion (o) of Section 6 of Act No. 83 of May 2, 1941, as amended, known as fhe
“Puerto Rico Electric Power Authorify Act”, in order fo prohibif charging customers for adminisfrafive
calculation errors or estimates, only if said charge is made after one hundred twenty (120) days from
fhe issuance of invoices for electric power consumption; fo exfend the provisions of this Act to all
cusfomers of the Aufhorify, indluding residential, commercial, industrial and instifufional customers,
as well as fo specify fhat fhe amounfs fo be charged for these concepfs wilI nof be subject fo interesf,
surcharges or penalties and fhaf cusfomers may request a payment plan fon fhe same, wifhouf being
required fo pay any inifial deposit; and for other relafed purposes.
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56. Act No. 43 of February 16, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0729)

To amend Article 4 of Act No. 21-2021, known as the “Puerto Rico Anti-Pornographic Revenge Act”,
in order to classify as a less serious crime the conduct of threatening fo disseminate, disclose, reveal
or transfer fo a third parfy or third parties explicit material of the victim, through any type of
communication, including electronic communications or using elecfronic or cybernetic means of
communication; fo include recklessness as a subjective elemenf of the crime; fo clarify the
aggravating and mifigating circumsfances applicable fo fhe serious crime defined in said Arficle 4; fo
make technical amendments; and for other relafed purposes.

57. Act No. 47 of February 19, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0531)

To add a new Article 208-A fo Acf No. 146-2012, as amended, known as the “Puerto Rico Penal
Code”, for fhe purpose of establishing as a felony impersonafing or represenfing oneself fo be a law
enforcement officer fo commit any crime; and for other related purposes.

58. Act No. 48 of February 19, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 1264)

To repeal Secfion 3.19 and substifute a new Secfion 3.19 of Chapfer 3 and amend Secfion 4.2 of
Chapter4 of Act No. 38-2017, as amended, known as fhe “Uniform Adminisfrative Procedure Act of
the Government of Puerto Rico”, and amend the fitle of Chapter V and Articles 4, 10, 22, 25, 31, 32,
35, 42, 46, 50, 51, 53, 64, 66, 72 and 79 of Acf No. 73-2019, as amended, known as the “General
Services Administration Acf for the Centralization of Procurement of fhe Governmenf of Puerto Rico
of 2019”, in order fo standardize fhe ferms of judicial review in public bidding processes, provide for
bidding methods, standardize fhe amounts in purchases and auctions formal and informal with the
provisions of Act No. 107-2020, as amended, known as fhe “Municipal Code of Puerto Rico” and
federal regulations; and for ofher related purposes.

59. Act No. 49 of February 19, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 1352)

To amend Arficles 61 .010 and 61.260, and fo add a new Article 61.035 fo Act No. 77 of June 19,
1957, as amended, known as fhe “Insurance Code of Puerto Rico”, for the purposes of clarifying the
purpose and scope of fhe Puerto Rico International Insurance lnsurers and Reinsurers Act, clarifying
fhe ferms under which an international insurer or reinsurer may underwrife or reinsure risks residenf,
located orto be executed in fhe United Stafes; establishing the obligafion of the Office of fhe
Insurance Commissioner fo develop the International Insurance Center; and for ofher related
purposes.

60. Act No. 50 of February 21, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 1209)

To add a new Article 6 and renumber currenf Articles 6 through 10 of Acf No. 146-201 3, as amended,
known as fhe “Equal Opportunify and Access fo Higher Education Act”, for fhe purpose of providing
fhe blind community wifh the opportunity fo take fhe College Board exam using the Braille reading
and wrifing sysfem.

61. Act No. 57 of March 27, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0467)

To declare February 12 of each year as “Klinefelter Syndrome Awareness Day” for the purpose of
educating fhe public abouf this syndrome; and for other related purposes.
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62. Act No. 58 of March 27, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0612)

To amend Article 3.040, subsection (b), of Act No. 107-2020, as amended, known as the “Municipal
Code of Puerto Rico”; and Articles 2.22, 6.28, in their subsections (a) (b) (c) (i) and ~), and Article
10.19 of Act No. 22-2000, as amended, known as the “Vehicle and Traffic Law of Puerto Rico”, in
order to clarify and standardize the process of disposal of abandoned motor vehicles, and of those
unusable or junk vehicles when the owner of the vehicle cannot be identified; to reduce the terms for
the Puerto Rico Police or the municipalities fo dispose of fhose unusable, dilapidated and junk
vehicies fhat have been abandoned; and for other purposes.

63. Act No. 59 of March 27, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 1224)

To amend Articie 30.040 of Acf No. 77 of June 19, 1957, as amended, known as the “insurance
Code of Puerto Rico”, in order to reduce from six (6) years fo fwo (2) years fhe ferm for an insurer,
third party administrators (TPA), pharmacy benefif administrafors or health services organization to
requesf reimbursemenf of a previously paid non-processabie ciaim fo fhe provider; estabiish
excepfions; and for other relafed purposes.

64. Act No. 60 of March 27, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 1250)

To insert a new Article 6; amend existing Article 18; and renumber exisfing Articies 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11,
12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, and 20 as new Articles 7,8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19,
20, and 21 of Act No. 149-2014, for the purpose of establishing a franchise renewal period for privafe
aqueducfs for fhe term originally approved; and for ofher relafed purposes.

65. Act No. 61 of April 4, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0158)

To add a sevenfh and eighth paragraph to Articie 8.4B of Act No. 161-2009, as amended, known as
the “Puerto Rico Permif Process Reform Act”, in order fo exempt fhe sfructures and buildings of
churches and ecciesiasfical instifutions from fhe obligafion fo instali aufomatic fire sprinkler sysfems,
requiring them only fo have fire alarms, smoke detecfors, and fire exfinguishers for areas designafed
by qualified personnel; to provide for fhe instances in which the instaliafion of aufomafic fire sprinkler
sysfems will be required; and to establish fhaf the Permif Management Office, the Fire Department
Bureau, as well as any other departmenf, agency, municipaiity, corporafion or public instrumenfalify
of the Governmenf of fhe Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and its political subdivisions, shali review,
amend or repeal fheir adminisfrafive regulations, administrative orders, memoranda fo instifufe
procedures, policies and permif forms wifh fhe intention of adjusfing them fo whaf is contained herein;
and for other relafed purposes.

66. Act No. 65 of May 2, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0602)

To amend Article 5.03 of Acf No. 255-2002, as amended, known as the “Savings and Credif
Cooperative Societies Act of 2002”, fo clarify the quorum required for holding a meeting on fhe
second cali; to eliminafe fhe currenf waifing period for a second cali and fo esfabiish a new waifing
period; and for ofher relafed purposes.



67. Act No. 66 of May 2, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0648)

To add a subsection 32 to Article 4 of Act No. 146-2018, known as the “Puerto Rico Giffed Student
BilI of Rights”, in order to establish that gifted students who receive education in the “Home
Schooling” modality may participate in boarding schools, summer camps, scholarships and any other
activity reserved for students enrolled in student ¡nstitufions or colleges, as part of their rights fo
educational services aimed at meefing the interests and needs of the gifted student population.

68. Act No. 70 of May 6, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0434)

To amend Arficles 3, 4, and 5 of Act No. 150-1 996, as amended, known as fhe “Puerto Rico Right
fo Health Act,” in order fo expand the definition of Remediable Catastrophic Illness to include those
diseases, such as Hunfingfon!s disease, thaf, alfhough the treatment does nof save fhe pafienf!s life,
can reduce fhe symptoms and help extend life expectancy or help fhe patient to be self-sufficienf as
long as possible; and fo aufhorize the Secrefary of Health fo esfablish, fhrough regulations, fhe
necessary parameters for the implementafion of this Act.

69. Act No. 72 of May 8, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0438)

To esfablish the Law for the Developmenf and Operation of the “El Sueño de un Ángel” project; fo
order fhe Department of Recreation and Sports of the Commonwealfh of Puerto Rico fo grant,
fhrough contracf, the adminisfration and mainfenance of the existing buildings on fhe property of
twenty (20) acres of land ¡ocafed in fhe Tortuguero Secfor of the Municipaí ity of Vega Baja fo the
Corporafion “El Sueño de un Angel, Inc.” for purposes exclusively of public recreation, for the sports,
social and cultural development of the population with disabilities and senior citizens; and for other
related purposes.

70. Act No. 73 of May 8, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 1252)

To amend Articles 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8, 10, 11, 12 and 15 of Act No. 212-2016, known as fhe “Read
and Dream© Program for the Promotion of Reading during Early Childhood”, to name said Act and
Program as fhe “Luisa "Piti! Gándara Read and Dream® Program for fhe Promotion of Reading
during Early Childhood”.

71. Act No. 74 of May 10, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0808)

To amend Article 171 of fhe “Political Code of Puerto Rico” of 1902, as amended, for fhe purpose of
clarifying the moment from which fhe term of office of officials appoinfed by the Governor of Puerto
Rico and confirmed by the Senafe or the Legislative Assembly of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico
begins; and to provide for fhe nofification fhaf fhe Governor must make to fhe Legislative Assembly.

72. Act No. 76 of May 10, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 1357)

To creafe fhe “Acf on Raising Awareness fowards fhe lmmigrant Communify in fhe Provision of
Services of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico”; define the public policy thaf wiII implement fraining
in fhe three branches of the Government fo improve the provision of services to fhe immigranf
community, regardless of fheir immigrafion status; amend subsection (z) of Article 3 of Act No. 101-
2017, known as the “Act of the Office of Legislafive Services of the Legislafive Assembly of Puerto
Rico”; amend sub-subsection (6) of subsection (h) of subsection (2) of section (6.5) of Act No. 8-
2017, as amended, known as the “Act for the Adminisfration and Transformation of Human
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Resources in the Government of Puerto Rico”; to amend Article 3.3 of Act No. 1-201 2, as amended,
known as the “Organic Act of the Government Ethics Office of Puerto Rico”; to amend Article 2.006
of Act No. 201-2003, as amended, known as the “Judiciary Act of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico
of 2003”; to order the updating of the regulations of said entities, to adapt them to the purposes of
this Act; and for other related purposes.

73. Act No. 84 of May 28, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0409)

To amend Articles 2,3, and 5 of Act No. 133 of June 14, 1980, as amended, known as the “Motion
Picture Distribution and Exhibition Fair Practices Act,” so as fo eliminate the figure of fhe direct
exhibitor by exception; fo eliminafe the prohibition on a motion picture exhibifor participafing in fhe
mofion picfure distribuf ion indusfry; fo eliminate the prohibif ion on a disfribufion company operafing
mofion picture exhibition fheaters; and fo Iower fhe penalfies for violation of the Act from a felony fo
a misdemeanor; and for ofher relafed purposes.

74. Act No. 86 of May 28, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0809)

To amend Article 2.019 of Acf No. 201-2003, as amended, known as the “Judiciary Act of fhe
Commonwealfh of Puerto Rico of 2003”, in order fo clarify fhe momenf from which the term of fhe
judges appoinfed and confirmed by the Senafe of fhe Commonwealfh of Puerto Rico begins; and fo
provide for the notification thaf the Governor must make fo the Office of Courf Adminisfrafion and the
Senafe of Puerto Rico.

75. Act No. 87 of May 28, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 1167)

To amend Article 4, add a new Article 6, and renumber currenf Articles 6 and 7 as new Articles 7
and 8 of Act No. 169-2016, known as the “Mortgage Debfor Assistance Acf”, in order fo expand fhe
profecfions provided in favor of mortgage debfors during the ¡oss mitigafion process and fo impose
on fhe Office of the Commissioner of Financial lnstifufions of fhe Commonwealfh of Puerto Rico,
fhrough fhe Division of Financial Educafion, fhe responsibility of esfablishing an orienfation campaign
on the righfs fhat fhis Acf guaranfees fo the mortgage debfor during the loss mifigafion process; and
for other related purposes.

76. Act No. 88 of May 28, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 1271)

To amend fhe lasf paragraph of Secfion 10 of Acf No. 212-2018, as amended, known as the
“Educational lnstifutions Registrafion and Licensing Acf”, in order to exempt from the requiremenfs
esfablished in said Section 10, fhe study programs in establishments of the Armed Forces in Puerto
Rico, if fhey are limited fo sfudents in active milifary service; to provide, further, that they must comply
wifh fhe regisfration requirements for sfudy programs offered fo civilians in establishmenfs of fhe
Armed Forces in Puerto Rico fhat receive local funds, ¡ncluding the Puerto Rico Nafional Guard youfh
program aimed af deserters or potenfial school dropouts; and for ofher relafed purposes.

77. Act No. 89 of May 28, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 1281)

To recognize in Puerto Rico, Augusf 7 of each year, as the “Day of the Cyclist and Citizen
Awareness”, in order to make a special distinction fo alI citizens who pracfice fhis sport and
recreafional discipline, particularly Raúl Velázquez Vázquez, Keisy Toro Espief, as well as alI cyclists
who have died in accidents on public roads, and to promote greafer safefy on roads for fhese
enfhusiasts; and for other purposes.
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78. Act No. 90 of June 6, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0938)

To create the “Public Policy Act fo Eliminate and Remove Invasive Plants from Water Reservoirs in
Puerto Rico”, for the purposes of establishing an interagency program for the removal of invasive
piants from Puerto Rico!s reservoirs; ordering fhe design of a joint plan fo confinuously comply wifh
fhe purposes of fhe program; establishing compliance periods for fhese mandafes; and for ofher
related purposes.

79. Act No. 91 of June 6, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0939)

To create fhe “Acf for fhe Coliection and Harvesfing of Rainwafer in Puerto Rico”, in order fo promofe
fhe practice of coiiecting and using rainwafer for non-potable purposes and thus encourage fhe
reducfion of wafer consumption from reservoirs managed by fhe Governmenf; promofe education on
wafer resources by the Governmenf; and for other related purposes.

80. Act No. 93 of June 26, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 0886)

To amend Article 13 of Acf No. 216-1996, as amended, which created fhe Puerto Rico Corporation
for Publlc Broadcasting in order fo create a special dispensation for the Office of the Women!s
Advocate so th~f this agency may have free time in said Corporation fo educate citizens about the
problem of domesfic violence; and other related purposes.

81. Act No. 94 of June 26, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 1338)

To amend Articie 4 of Act No. 108 of June 29, 1965, as amended, known as the “Act to Regulate the
Professions of Private Detectives and Securify Guards in Puerto Rico”, in order fo esfablish fhaf fhe
minimum age required fo obfain a privafe guard license will be 18 years oid.

82. Act No. 98 of June 28, 2024 (Senate Bili No. 1094)

To add a new subsection (55) fo Article 1.03 of Chapter 1 of Act No. 85-2018, as amended, known
as the “Puerto Rico Education Reform Act”; fo add a new Article 2.17 fo Chapter II of Act No. 85-
20 18, as amended, known as fhe “Puerto Rico Education Reform Act”, in order fo make visible and
recognize the profession of social work in schools; and for ofher related purposes.

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS AND OUTLOOK

Puerto Rico!s economy is closely linked fo fhe United Stafes! economy, as most of the external facfors that
affect the local economy are defermined by the implemented policies and the performance of the mainland
economy. These exfernal factors include the exports, direct invesfment, Federal transfer payments, level of
inferest rafes, rafe of inflafion, and tourism expendifures.

The unprecedented one-fime influx of Federal funds sfrengthened the economy during the pandemic, buf
those funds are waning and may mask underlying weaknesses in Puerto Rico!s economy. Puerto Ricos
economic outlook remains uncertain as future growth is highly dependenf on the Governmenf!s ability fo
deploy the excepfional amount of Federal reconstruction funds thaf will be received fhrough FY2035,
amounfing to about 145% of its 2023 GNP. The 2024 Fiscal Plan of the Puerto Rico Oversighf Board assumes
fulI deployment of disaster relief and COVID-19 relief funds by 2035; less than fulI deployment would
substantially lower GNP growth. For example, a scenario with 50% deploymenf of relief funds would result in
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a 1 .0% decrease in average GNP growth between FY2024 and FY2028, while a scenario without the effects
of relief funds would decrease the average growth over the same period by 2.1%.

The Economic Development Bank!s Economic Activity lndex (EDB-EAI), reached fo 125.4 points in May
2024, 126.1 in June 2024 and 127.0 in July 2024; which represents decreases of 1.0%, 0.6% and 0.2%,
respectively, when compared fo the same period of the previous year. The recovery in economic activity
maintained an up-trend pace during 28 consecutive months; which is consistent with labor reports displaying
employment gains across various industries. However, energy costs remain high, inflationary pressures are
sfill a concern, and the Russia-Ukraine and Gaza-Israel conflicts are proving to be disruptive and a major
uncertainty factor.

During fiscal year 2023, the EDB-EAI, increased by 2.4% when compared to fiscal year 2022, and advanced
by 1.6% during the fiscal year 2024. For the period of July — June of FY2025 it diminished by 0.2%. Moreover,
an increment of 2.6% was registered during calendar year 2023, after a 3.1% growth during calendar year
2022. However, for the January — July 2024 period it weakened by 0.2% when compared to the same period
of calendar year 2023.

Total non-farm payroll employment, averaged 963,800 jobs in May, 960,000 jobs in June, and 964,000 jobs
in July which means a rise of 0.5% in May, a decrease of 0.4% in June and a recovery of 0.4% in July, al
changes in a m-o-m basis The annual raises were 2.5%, 2.1% and 2.3%. Qn the other hand, the seasonally
adjusted unemployment rafe in August 2024 was estimated at5.7%. This rate represented a decrease of 0.1
percentage point compared fo July 2024 (5.8%).

Electric power generation for May 2024, totaled 1,650.9 million kWh, for June 1,628.5 million kWh and for
July 1,647.4 million kWh. These results indicated an advance of 4.1% in May, a decay of 1.4% in June and
a recovery of 1.2% for July, alI on a m-o-m basis. The y-o-y results were an increment of 2.5% for May but
declines of 1.2% and 0.2% for June and July.

The preliminary estimate for gasoline consumption in May 2024 totaled 64.2 million of gallons, in June 64.6
millions of gallons and in July 66.5 million of gallons showing increases of 2.5%, 0.6% and 2.9%, alI
percentages with respect fo the previous month. It showed falls of 8.1%, 11.2% and 10.6% when compared
to the same month of the previous year.

Cement sales, s. a., totaled 1.17 million of 941b. bags for May 2024, with an expansion of 0.9% on a m-o-m
basis, and a 6.8% reduct ion when compared to May 2023. For June they totaled 1.21 million of 941b. bags
or an advance of 2.9% on a m-o-m basis, and an increment of 2.0% on a y-o-y basis. For July sales reached
1.23 million of 94 lb. bags or a 2.1% rise compared fo June 2024, and a 3.1% compared fo July 2023.

The EDB-EAI reached 127.0 points in July 2024, an improvement of 0.8% on a m-o-m basis. Qn a y-o-y
basis, the lndex declined by 0.2%.

The Index grew by 2.4% during fiscal year 2023, and by 1.6% for the fiscal year 2024. Similarly, for the
calendar year 2023 it closed with an expansion of 2.7%. However, for the period January — July of calendar
year 2024, it declined by 0.2%. AlI the percent changes are the result of a y-o-y comparison.

The EDB-EAI y-o-y percent change increased for 28 consecutive months as the restrictive measures taken
fo contain the effects of CQVID-1 9 became more flexible, trailing henceforth an improvement in the economic
activity.



Although job gains are evident across labor reports, particularly in industries like manufacturing, construction,
trade and services, certain factors are still of concern. lnflationary trends, high energy costs and geopolitical
pressures linked to the evolution of the Russia-Ukraine and the Gaza-Israel conflict add uncertainty to the
lsland!s economic activity, as they do throughout the rest of the world.

During July 2024, the four lndex!s s. a. components registered monthly growth: gasoline consumption (2.9%),
electric energy generation (1.2%), cement sales (2.1%) and non-farm payroil employment (0.4%).

BUDGET AND FISCAL POLICY

The Required Supplementary Information section includes Budget to Actual comparison schedule for the
General Fund. The Senate!s budgeting process is described in the Notes to the Schedule of Revenues and
Expenditures — Budget to Actual — General Fund — Non-GAAP Budgetary Basis. This schedule presents the
fund! original budget, final budget, actual expenditures incurred on a budgetary basis, and the variance
between the final budget and actual expenditures incurred. The adopted budget provides legal control over
spending.

The fiscal year of the three branches of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico begins every July 1 and ends on
June 30 of the following year. Each legislative body is exempted by law from submitting a request to the
Office of Management and Budget of the Commonwealth (0MB), as the Governor is supposed to recommend
the same budgetary appropriations as the current fiscal year. The Senate!s annual budget includes an
estimate of operating expenditures for its legislative and administrative functions. The Legislative Assembly
is responsible for any variations in the budget allocations of each legislative body. Any unreserved balance
is available to cover nonrecurring expenditures for a three-year period, according to Act No. 230 of July 23,
1974, as amended.

INTERNAL CONTROLS

Management of the Senate is responsible for establishing and maintaining internal controls to ensure that
the Senate!s assets are protected from loss, theft or misuse, and that adequate accounting data is compiled
to allow for the preparation of financial statements in conformity with U.S. general accepted accounting
principies. The internal control structure is designed to provide reasonable, rather than absolute, assurance
that these objectives are met.

The Senate maintains extensive budgetary controls to ensure compliance with legal provisions embodied in
the annual appropriated budget approved by the Legislative Assembly, Senate!s rules and regulations and
administrative orders. The general fund activities are included in the annual appropriated budget. Budgetary
control for the legislative functions resides at the level of the office of each senator. However, regarding
administrative offices, control is exercised at the administration levél. The Senate also maintains an
encumbrance accounting system as a method of upholding budgetary control.

INDEPENDENT AUDIT OF THESE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Commonwealth statutes require an annual audit of the Senate!s financial reports by an independent certified
public accountant firm. Román Toro & Co., CPA, CSP, an independent certified public accounting firm,
performed an independent audit of the Senate!s basic financial statements, for the fiscal year ended June
30, 2024. The auditors have issued unmodified opinions, the most favorable outcome of the audit process.
The audit described in the auditor!s report is not intended to meet ah requirements of the Uniform
Administrative Requirements, Cost Principies, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards rule (commonly
called “Uniform Guidance”) implemented in December 2014. Rather, the Uniform Guidance Audit Report for
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the Senate is issued under separate cover. The Goal of an independent audit is fo provide reasonabie
assurance that the financial statements of the Senate are fairiy stated in ah material respects ¡n accordance
with U.S. generaiiy accepted accounting principies. The independent Auditors! Report on the basic financial
statements is inciuded in the Financial Section of this report.
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Name District 

 

 Hon. Juan Oscar Morales Rodríguez SJ-I  
 

 Hon. Nitza Morán Trinidad SJ-I 
 

 Hon. Carmelo J. Ríos Santiago BY-II 

 

 Hon. Migdalia Padilla Arvelo BY-II 
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Name District 
 

 Hon. Elizabeth Rosa Vélez AR-III 

 

 Hon. Rubén Soto Rivera AR-III 
 

 Hon. Ada I. García Montes MY-IV 

 

 Hon. Migdalia González Arroyo MY-IV 
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Name District 
 

 Hon. Marially González Huertas PO-V 

 

 Hon. Ramón Ruiz Nieves PO-V 
 

 

 

 

 

Hon. Héctor Santiago Torres GY-VI 

 
 

 

 

 

Hon. Albert Torres Barrios GY-VI 
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Name District 
 

 Hon. Rosamar Trujillo Plumay HU-VII 

 

 Hon. Wanda M. Soto Tolentino HU-VII 
 

 Hon. Javier A. Aponte Dalmau CR-VIII 

 

 Hon. Marissa Jiménez Santoni CR-VIII 
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 Hon. José Luis Dalmau Santiago 
 
 
 

 Hon. Juan Zaragoza Gómez 
 
 
 

 Hon. William E. Villafañe Ramos 
 
 
 

 Hon. Thomas Rivera Schatz 
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 Hon. Gregorio Matías Rosario 
 
 
 

 Hon. Keren L. Riquelme Cabrera 
 
 
 

 Hon. María De Lourdes Santiago Negrón 
 
 
 

 Hon. Joanne M. Rodríguez Veve 
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 Hon. Ana Irma Rivera Lassén 
 
 
 

 Hon. Rafael Bernabe Riefkohl 
 
 
 

 Hon. Jose Antonio Vargas Vidot 
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ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 
 
 

Gilbert Hernández Orozco – Secretary of Administration 
 
Yamil Rivera Vélez – Chief Clerk 
 
Javier Torres Rodríguez – Chief Sergeant of Arms 
 
Katherine C. Walker Rodríguez – Director of Fiscal and Financial Affairs 
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PERMANENT COMMITTEES 
 

Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Appointments 
Community Initiatives, Mental Health and Addiction 
Compliance and Restructuring 
Cooperativism 
Development of the Central South Region 
Development of the Eastern Region 
Development of the North Region 
Development of the Southeast Region 
Development of the Western Region 
Essential Services and Consumer Affairs 
Education, Tourism and Culture 
Ethics 
Government 
Health 
Human Rights and Labor Affairs 
Innovation, Telecommunications, Urban Planning and Infrastructure 
Internal Affairs 
Legal and Economic Development 
Life and Family Affairs 
Municipal and Housing Affairs 
Public Safety and Veteran Affairs 
Rules and Calendars 
Social Welfare and Old Age Affairs 
Strategic Projects and Energy 
Treasury, Federal Affairs and Oversight Board 
Women’s Issues 
Youth, Recreation and Sports 

 
 

SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
 

Special Commission for Legislative Monitoring of the Special Education Program of the 
Department of Education 

Special Commission for the Eradication of Poverty 
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JOINT COMMISSIONS 
 

Joint Commission on Special Reports of the Comptroller 
Joint Commission of the Córdova Fernós Congressional Internships 
Joint Commission of the Jorge Alberto Ramos Comas Legislative Internship Program 
Special Joint Commission on Legislative Funds for Community Impact 
Joint Commission of the Pilar Barbosa Program of Internships in Education 
Permanent Joint Commission for the Revision and Reform of the Civil Code of 1930 
Joint Commission for Public-Private Partnerships of the Legislative Assembly 
Joint Commission for the Continuous Review of the Criminal Code and for the Reform of 

Criminal Laws 
Joint Commission for the Review and Implementation of Administrative Regulations 
Joint Commission on Mitigation, Adaptation and Resilience to Climate Change 
Joint Commission for Legislative Funding for Community Impact 
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